
 

Glossary of Spelling Terms 
Blending Joining together the component phonemes to read the word. 

Compound word A compound word contains at least two root words in its 

morphology; e.g. whiteboard, superman.  
Consonant Most letters of the alphabet represent consonants. They are b, 

c, d, f, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, p, q, r, s, t, v, w, x, z. 

Contraction A word formed by shortening (contracting) two other words. For 
example: did not > didn’t 

Digraph A type of grapheme where two letters represent one phoneme. 
Sometimes these two letters are not next to one another, this is 

called a split digraph. 

Grapheme A letter, or combination of letters, that corresponds to a single 

phoneme within a word.  

Grapheme-

phoneme 

correspondence 

(GPCs) 

The links between letters, or combinations of letters 

(graphemes) and the speech sounds (phonemes) that they 

represent.  

Homophone Two different words are homophones if they sound exactly the 

same when pronounced. For example: here, hear. 

Multisyllabic A word with more than one syllable. 

Phoneme The smallest unit of sound that signals a distinct, contrasting 

meaning. 
For example:  

/t/ contrasts with /k/ to signal the difference between tap and 
cap  

Prefix A prefix is added at the beginning of a word in order to turn 

it into another word. For example overtake, disappear. 

Segmenting Breaking a word into its component phonemes. 

Suffix A suffix is an ‘ending’, used at the end of one word to turn it 

into another word. For example the suffix ‘ing’ or ‘ed’ – walked, 

walking 

Syllable A syllable sounds like a beat in a word. Syllables consist of at 

least one vowel, and possibly one or more consonants. Cat has 

one syllable, hippopotamus has five syllables.  

Trigraph A type of grapheme where three letters represent one phoneme.  

Vowel The five vowels are: a, e, i, o, u. The letter ‘y’ can also 

represent a vowel. 

 
A more comprehensive glossary of all spelling and grammar terms can be 

found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/24

4216/English_Glossary.pdf  
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