
 

Spelling Expectations 
 
Dear Parent / Guardian 

 

Spelling is a very important skill that enables your child to progress 

with their writing. The less time and effort that has to be given to 

spelling, the more time and thought can be put into the content of 

their writing.  

 

Attached with this letter are the National Curriculum expectations for 
your child’s year group, the word lists set out by the NC for each year 

group, a glossary of spelling terms, spelling homework information and 

strategies and websites that you can use to help your child learn their 

spellings. We would be grateful if you could support your child at 

home in discussing, reading and learning to spell words from the 

spelling list that they come home with each week.  

 
 

Y1– National Curriculum Statutory Requirements for Spelling 

Children should be taught to spell:  

 words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught  

 common exception words  

 the days of the week  

Children should be taught to name the letters of the alphabet:  

 naming the letters of the alphabet in order  
 using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of 

the same sound  

Children should be taught to add prefixes and suffixes:  

 using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker 

for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs  

 using the prefix un–  
 using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the 

spelling of root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, 

eating, quicker, quickest]  

Children should be taught to: 

 apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English 

Appendix 1  

 write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that 

include words using the GPCs and common exception words 

taught so far.  
For more detailed information on spelling set out in the National 

Curriculum you can visit:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fi

le/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf


 

 

 

Y1 Spelling Homework 
There is no word list set out in the NC for Year One. Your child will 

bring home a list of words to learn which contain GPCs that have 

been taught that week in their Phonics’ lessons, they may also contain 

key words or words from other curriculum areas currently being used 

and taught.   

 

The spelling list will be given out each Friday and 
will be tested on the following Friday. 
 

Scores will be reported back to parents on the following week’s spelling 

list. 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Miss Vosvenieks 


