
 

Spelling Expectations 
 
Dear Parent / Guardian 

 

Spelling is a very important skill that enables your child to progress 

with their writing. The less time and effort that has to be given to 

spelling, the more time and thought can be put into the content of 

their writing.  

 

Attached with this letter are the National Curriculum expectations for 
your child’s year group, the word lists set out by the NC for each year 

group, a glossary of spelling terms, spelling homework information and 

strategies and websites that you can use to help your child learn their 

spellings.  

 

We would be grateful if you could support your child at home in 

discussing, reading and learning to spell words from the spelling list 
that they come home with each week.  

 

 

Upper Key Stage 2, Years 5 and 6 – National Curriculum Statutory 

Requirements for Spelling 

Children should be taught to:  

 use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance 

for adding them  
 spell some words with ‘silent’ letters [for example, knight, psalm, 

solemn]  

 continue to distinguish between homophones and other words 

which are often confused  

 use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and 

understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt 

specifically, as listed in English Appendix 1  
 use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words  

 use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, 

meaning or both of these in a dictionary  

 use a thesaurus.  

For more detailed information on spelling set out in the National 

Curriculum and English Appendix 1 you can visit:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fi

le/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf  
 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf


 

 

 

Y6 Spelling Homework 
The NC sets out a list of words for children to learn in years 5 and 6 

but there are also many spelling patterns and rules your child is 

expected to learn. Your child will bring home a list of words to learn 

each week which will contain words from this list, words taught in 

their spelling lesson; they may also contain key words or words from 

other curriculum areas currently being used and taught.   

 

Spelling list given out on a Friday 
Spelling test carried out on a Thursday  
 

Scores will be reported back to parents on the following week’s spelling 

list. 

 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Miss Vosvenieks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


