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Head Teacher’s Welcome 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome to St. Andrew’s CE Primary School. 
The Primary Education you choose for your child is one of the 
most important decisions you, as parents, will make. Thank you for 
choosing St. Andrew’s. 

At St. Andrew’s we do recognise that we are in a very privileged 
position to have the future development of your child entrusted to 
us. You can trust us implicitly to take extremely good care of your 
child. Our basic aim is to make sure that we give the children who 
choose to come to St. Andrew’s the very best experiences, 
opportunities and education possible so that they can develop to 
the best of their ability. 

We aim to provide a wide range of learning experiences that will 
excite, challenge, stimulate and promote thinking and learning in 
order to develop well educated, articulate people with open and 
enquiring minds who can think for themselves and who will be able 
to adapt and meet the changes and challenges of life in the 21st 
century. 

Of course, your child’s development will be helped considerably if 
we can work in partnership with you, the parents. It is very 
important to everybody at St. Andrew’s that this happens. We really 
value the support you can give and hope you will take full 
advantage of the opportunities available to support your child’s 
education and future development. 

To find out more you can talk to myself, our governors, to parents 
who already have children who attend St. Andrew’s or arrange to 
come and visit us. We look forward to welcoming you and your 
child into our community. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Judith Rainford 

Head Teacher 

http://www.standrewsce.rochdale.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Head.jpg


Useful Contact Information 

 

Our address is: 

St Andrew’s Church of England Primary School, 

Union Road,  

Rochdale,  

OL12 9QA  

 

Tel: 01706 378991  

Email: office@standrewsce.rochdale.sch.uk 

Website: http://www.standrewsce.rochdale.sch.uk/ 

 

Head Teacher: Mrs Rainford 

 

Deputy Head Teacher and Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Hodgson 

 

Inclusion Manager: Mr Lynch  

 

Nursery Teacher and Early Years Leader: Miss Benefer 

 

Nursery Class Teacher: Miss McGowan 

 

Nursery Class Teaching Assistant: Mrs Kenny 

mailto:office@standrewsce.rochdale.sch.uk
http://www.standrewsce.rochdale.sch.uk/
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 Foundation Stage Curriculum 

The Nursery and Reception curriculum is based on the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Curriculum Framework. Both classes use this framework to plan high quality learning 

experiences.  

Most of the learning experiences we offer are through play. It is through play that 

young children learn to make sense of the world around them, to formulate ideas and 

to build relationships with others. They are encouraged to choose their activities, both 

indoors and outdoors. Children are encouraged to ‘have a go’ at all activities and areas 

of play and most importantly, to enjoy their learning. 

7 Areas of Learning and Development 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

This area develops children’s positive sense of themselves. It teaches about having 

respect for oneself and others, developing social skills and a good attitude to learning.  

By the end of Nursery, children will need to achieve the following: 

 Demonstrate friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and forming good 

relationships with peers and familiar adults. 

 Become more outgoing towards unfamiliar people and more confident in new social 

situations. 

 Accept the needs of others and can take turns and share resources, sometimes with 

support from others.  

 To learn to tolerate delay when needs are not immediately met, and understands 

wishes may not always be met. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communication and Language 

This area provides children with opportunities for speaking and listening and ignites children’s 

interest in reading and writing. At St. Andrew’s we strive to provide children with opportunities 

to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing 

themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations. 

By the end of Nursery, children will need to achieve the following: 

 Maintain attention, concentrates and sits quietly during appropriate activity. 

 Respond to simple instructions, e.g. to get or put away an object.  

 Begin to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. 

 Begin to use more complex sentences to link thoughts (e.g. using and, because).  

 Use talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and anticipate what might 

happen next, recall and relive past experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Development  

This area provides opportunities for children to be active and develop their co-ordination, 

manipulation and movement. It develops understanding of the importance of being physically 

active and eating healthily.  

By the end of Nursery, children will need to achieve the following: 

 Hold a pencil near point between first two fingers and thumb and uses it with 

good control. 

 Use one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. makes snips in paper with child 

scissors 

 Gain more bowel and bladder control and can attend to toileting needs by 

themselves.  



 Dress with help, e.g. puts arms into open-fronted coat or shirt when held up, 

pulls up own trousers, and pulls up zipper once it is fastened at the bottom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds (phonics) and letters 

and use this knowledge to begin to read and write. Children will be given access to a 

wide range of reading materials (books, poems and other written materials) to ignite 

their interest. 

By the end of Nursery, children will need to achieve the following: 

 Describe the main story settings, events and principal characters. 

 Begin to link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 

 Write their own name independently. 

 Draw a picture with clear, identifiable features.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 



This area supports children’s understanding in different situations by providing 

opportunities to explore, practise, learn and talk. They practise skills and gain 

confidence and competence. At St. Andrew’s we provide children with opportunities to 

develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, 

calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces 

and measures.  

By the end of Nursery, children will need to achieve the following: 

 Count reliably with numbers from one to 10 and place them in the correct order.  

 Matches numeral and quantity correctly to 10.  

 Begin to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2D shapes, and 

mathematical terms to describe shapes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding the World 

This area involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 

community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, 

technology and the environment. 

By the end of Nursery, children will need to achieve the following: 

 Know some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of 

the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family. 

 Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, 

natural and found objects.  

 Know how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD player and uses remote 

control. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

This area involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media 

and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 

thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, 

dance, role-play, and design and technology. 

By the end of Nursery, children will need to achieve the following: 

 Enjoy joining in with dancing and ring games. 

 Beginning to construct, stacking blocks vertically and horizontally, making 

enclosures and creating spaces. 

 Capture experiences and responses with a range of media, such as music, dance 

and paint and other materials or words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duckling Class 
 

Nursery Hours  

The Nursery is open from 8.50am to 3.30pm Monday to Friday. Each day is 

split into two sessions: 8.50am to 12.00pm (Morning) and 12.30pm to 3.30pm 

(Afternoon), and children can do either or both sessions.  



Nursery Sessions 

The Number of sessions a child attends is flexible, however we do recommend 

attending at least 5 sessions a week (15 Hours). This will help your child to 

settle in well and to establish a sense of belonging in the setting. It will also 

allow children to integrate well with their peers, understand the daily routine 

and have continuity in their learning and development. It is often found that 

when children have large gaps in between their sessions, the settling in 

process can take longer.  

Settling in  

At St. Andrew’s we want your child’s start at Nursery to be happy and secure 

and so we stagger the children’s start dates for the first week so that they 

begin Nursery in small groups. This enables staff to spend time helping the 

children to settle and allows us to give more attention to each new child at 

this very important time in their lives. For many children, starting Nursery is 

a very big step, especially if they have no attended a Nursery or child care 

previously. For the first week we encourage parents to come into Nursery and 

support children to hang their belongings on their peg and sit down on the 

carpet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Important Information 

What happens on the first day? 

For the first week we encourage parents or carers to come in to Nursery to 

support your child. You will be able to hang up your child’s belongings and sit 

down on the carpet to look at a story. Once your child has settled you can 

then leave them with one of the members of staff. By 9.10am and 12.40pm we 

do ask parent’s to leave so we can complete the register. If your child is still 

unsettled you can ring the school later in the day to check.  

What happens at lunch time in Nursery? 

If your child is attending dinner at Nursery they will need a packed lunch, 

which should be clearly labelled with their name. Packed lunches should 

consist of healthy food as we are a healthy school, and so we discourage any 

chocolate or fizzy drinks.  

What happens if my child is unwell at school? 

Children who become ill during the school day are looked after by a first 

aider and if necessary, parents or carers will be contacted and asked to 

collect them from school. If your children has been unwell due to sickness we 

ask that you do not bring them in for 24 hours. 

How can I help my child as home? 

Before starting at St. Andrew’s we do ask that you help your child to become 

as independent as possible by encouraging them to: 

 Use the toilet and wash their hands independently. 

 Put on and take off their coat. 

 Begin to recognise their name independently. 

 Begin to count and recognise numbers to 5.  

 Share toys and take turns. 

 Put away their toys. 



If your child is not yet toilet trained, please let a member of staff aware. 

Nursery staff are able to help children with their personal hygiene needs until 

they are able to do this independently. Please see our Intimate Care Policy 

for further information. http://www.standrewsce.rochdale.sch.uk/school-

information/policies/ 

 

Are toys allowed at school? 

We encourage children to keep their toys at home due to the risk of them 

being broken or lost and we have a variety of toys to play with in school.  

Can I bring sweets in for my child’s birthday? 

 

Birthdays are an exciting time for children and we enjoy celebrating them in 

class. As we are a healthy school we ask that children don’t bring sweets or 

cakes in for this special occasion. However, if you wish to bring in treats, a 

nice example may be a pencil, bookmark or book for the class. 

Can I bring medicine into school? 

If your child requires medicine through the school day a consent form must 

be filled in and discussed with a member of staff. The medicine should be 

clearly labelled. 

 

School Uniform 

In Nursery, children are expected to wear the school uniform which consists of 

a grey skirt or trouser, a gold/yellow polo shirt, black shoes and the school 

sweatshirt. If your child’s hair is longer than shoulder length please make 

sure it is tied back before arriving at Nursery. 

All children have free access to our outdoor classroom, regardless of the 

season or weather. It is necessary, therefore, to ensure that they are dressed 

appropriately. There are storage facilities for children to leave a pair of 

wellies throughout the year. We ask parents to bring a full set of spare clothes 

to school, which will be kept in case we need to change their child. If 

http://www.standrewsce.rochdale.sch.uk/school-information/policies/
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clothing has been used it is important to replace each item so that pants, 

socks, trousers and a top are always available in the child’s changing bag.  

Please ensure your child’s full name is on every item of clothing. 

We hope that the information included in this booklet has helped you to 

understand how we will be working together to give your child the best possible 

start to education. Please do not hesitate to come and speak to us if you 

have any questions. We look forward to meeting you in September! 

 

Miss Benefer & Miss McGowan 

 

 

 

 

 


